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theoretical arguments that may be adduced in its
favour, have been stated with remarkable clearness
by Mr. Laing, who for many years served in India as
Finance Minister. He has said that he regarded the

o

income-tax as " about as bad and obnoxious a mode
of raising revenue as it is possible to imagine in a
country like India .... I think that for an Oriental
country, and with the Eastern habit of mind, any tax
which imposes inquisition into individual means is
attended with innumerable evils which are little felt
in a country like England." And he further expressed
an opinion that, in consequence of the impossibility
of preventing abuses connected with the assessment
of the tax in a country like India, " for every rupee
that comes into the Treasury, two rupees are extorted
from the population that have to pay the tax/'

Probably, however, one of the most weighty objec-
tions that can be urged against the imposition of an
income-tax in India is that a great machinery of
assessment, which it has been shown is liable to the
gravest abuse, is brought into active operation over
the length and breadth of the country, in order to
realise a very trifling financial result. When this tax
was last levied in India, it was at the rate of two-
pence-halfpenny in the pound, and the net revenue
realised was little more than 500,000?. From an
income-tax of twopence-halfpenny in the pound in